LMU SPRING 2019
COURSE TITLE: ANGELS AND DEMONS: WOMEN AND LITERARY STEREOTYPES 

COURSE NUMBER: MDGK 3343/ WGST 3305 

SECTION DAYS/TIMES: T/TH 1:00-2:30pm

INSTRUCTOR:  Christina Bogdanou, Ph.D

CORE AREA: IINC / FLAGS: WRITING/ENGAGED LEARNING 
Office UH 3752
Office Hours: T/Th 3:00-6:00pm & by appointment

email address: christina.bogdanou@lmu.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Women have seen themselves represented in the Western tradition almost exclusively by a male voice. Female literary figures originating in the classical Greek imagination have been stereotypically polarized as either beautiful but deceitful or powerful but deadly. The course will review the origins and cultural significance of such enduring female stereotypes such as the adulteress, the murderess, the woman warrior, and the hysteric. We will then focus on contemporary writers –mostly women—and the solutions they give when trying to write about women. The original and re-visioned versions will be compared cross-culturally and across time. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Students completing the course will obtain the critical skills

-to understand how Western culture has constructed the social position of women through literary representation and conditioned gender and social behavior

-to recognize how women and men relate to social structures of power and how they can resist stereotypical gender representations that result in social injustice

-to analyze the literary texts discussed and understand and evaluate the time periods and societies that produced them 

-refine their critical reading, research, and writing skills in order to express their

 ideas with clarity, coherence, and intellectual force (Writing Flag)
-develop self-awareness and personal growth as individuals while in the service of others; become forces of social change (Engaged Learning Flag)
READING LIST:
Aeschylus, Agamemnon  

Monique Wittig, Les Guerrilleres

Margaret Atwood, The Penelopiad
Christa Wolf, Cassandra

Additional readings will be available in BRIGHTSPACE.
COURSE WORK/EXPECTATIONS:

Attendance and participation (15%)
Readings Quizzes (15%)

Reading Reflections (20%)
Midterm paper (5-6 pages) (20%) and final research paper (10-12 pages) (30%)  
* 15 hours of service learning/volunteering to an organization of your choice
(there will be an orientation meeting and you will be provided with a list of possible placings)
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